Role of thymus-derived lymphocytes in acquired immunity to salmonellosis in mice.
The relative role of thymus-derived (T-) lymphocytes and bone marrow-derived (B-) cells in acquired immunity to salmonellosis was examined in mice. The results demonstrate that the protective capacity of the donor immunized mice could be passively transferred to the recipient mice by spleen cells but not with peritoneal exudate cells or sera. A high cell number of spleen cells (2 X 10(8)/mouse) were required before passive transfer of immunity could be obtained. Of the T-lymphocytes and B-cell populations of spleen cells, T-cells from immune mice were effective in conferring protection to the recipient mice.